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Archaeology
project ends
with experts
at conference

Re-enactment to
remember the
Battle of Towton
by Nick Towle
More than 2,500 people gathered
for the annual Towton battlefield
anniversary event - to mark the
bloodiest battle ever fought on
English soil.
It took place on Sunday, when
visitors were treated to a host of
activities in a medieval camp.
Highlights included gunnery and
archery exhibitions, a guided
battlefield trail and falconry shows.
There was also a commemorative
service in the village church to
remember the soldiers who
perished that day on Palm Sunday
1461. It is estimated 28,000 Yorkist
and Lancastrian soldiers met their
deaths in the blood-drenched fields
of the Towton wolds.
On Sunday, people from all over
the country turned up in dazzling
period costume, adding an
authentic 15th-century feel to the
proceedings.
The Towton Battlefield Society has
members and volunteers from all over
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the country. One volunteer, Paul Griffin
from Swansea, was at his eighth
successive Palm Sunday event.
There was also an intermingling of
the various history groups with
allegiances to various dynastic
houses. Members of the Richard III
Society were in attendance along with
adherents of The Clarence Household,
Sir John Savile's Household and the
Red Wyvern Society, part of the
Clifford Household.
Mark Taylor, chairman of the
Towton Battlefield Society, said: "It
was a fantastic event with a great
atmosphere - a traditional
community event with traditional,
family values."
The Battle of Towton was the
most infamous battle in the War of
the Roses saga, which raged from
1455 to 1487. The battle led to a
change of monarch in England,
with the victor the Yorkist
Edward, the 4th Duke of York,
defeating Lancastrian king
Henry VI and becoming King
Edward IV.
Many historians argue the
main consequence of the battle
was ushering in a new period of
absolute monarchy due to the
weakening of the knights, lords
and barons in the North.
PICTURES: Top (first left): A tour
guide talks to visitors (17-04-39
ST/NT). Second left, an archer takes
aim (17-04-69 ST/NT). Third left,
Scarlett Burley (10) and brother
Heath (8), who came dressed as a
Yorkist soldier (17-04-61 ST/NT).
Top right, in the medieval kitchen
are Dawn Phythian, Alex Harrison
and Francis Berry (17-04-76 ST/NT)
.
In the oval, medieval family Jamie
Bolam, Conner Speller, William Fox
and Jenny Landon (17-04-67
ST/NT). Next to the oval, Mike
Hughes and Russ Mason came as
Lancastrians (17-04-79 ST/NT).
Below oval, Lucas Broadhead wore
period dress (17-04-74 ST/NT).
Bottom right, Andrew Edwards and
son Zac (8) (17-04-78 ST/NT).
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An archaeological conference featuring
top professors and leading historians
will be held in a village near Selby.
North Duffield will play host to a
bevy of experts from all over the
country on June 14. The conference,
which will be held at the village hall,
will mark the end of a three-year
archaeological scheme in the village
which has included several excavations,
educational projects for schoolchildren
and re-enactments of Iron Age life.
Over the course of the past three
years the Historic Landscape Project, led
by the North Duffield Conservation and
Local History Society, has unearthed
vestiges of old Roman and Celtic
settlements in North Duffield. Various
artefacts have been discovered
including Roman pottery and Iron Age
earthenware. The history team,
supported by archaeologists from the
University of York, also discovered
traces of wattle-and-daub roundhouses
used by Celtic settlers. The
archaeological team is still looking into
the possibility that curious markings
found on a patch of land at Packhouse
Farm last year could be an indication of
some sort of henge or ceremonial hut.
The society received Heritage Lottery
funding for the project when it was
launched in 2011. It officially ends in
July. The June conference is the
culmination of the project, the findings
from which will be discussed - with the
help of experts in the field.
A list of top speakers will be
presenting papers. They include Dr
Melanie Giles, a senior lecturer in
archaeology at Manchester University
and a respected author on Iron Age
weapons and burials in East Yorkshire.
Others include Dr Mark Whyman of the
York Archaeological Trust, Dr Jon
Kenny of the York Archaeological Trust,
and Dr Cath Neal, of York University,
who will discuss community
archaeology; while Brian Elsey and
Tony Stevens, of the North Duffield
society, will also speak.
Mr Elsey said: "We are keen for
people from the local community to
have the opportunity to attend and
learn about the amazing discoveries, but
there are only a limited number of seats
- so it is important people book."
The 9am-5.30pm conference is free. To
register, send an email to: ndchs@
talktalk.net, or phone Mr Elsey on 01757
288939.

Life-saving
via website
The St John Ambulance is urging
people in the Selby district to get
online and use resources that could
help save lives.
As a result of the bravery of PC Tony
Morton, who saved baby Harry
Robinson's life last month, the St John is
urging Selby Times readers to book
online for a training course. The St John
website contains online tutorials and
written guides. Gill Sharland, of the St
John, said: "First aid emergencies
happen in a split second. Knowing what
to do can be the difference between a
life lost and a life saved. We would urge
all Selby Times readers to book a course,
watch the videos on our website,
download our iphone app or get in
touch with us for a free first aid guide."
The website is at www.sja.org.uk.

